
• 

z88 REVIEWS 

REVIEWS 

Mountain Geography. By Roderick Peattie. Pp. xiv + 257 ; illustrated. 
Harvard University Press, 1936. Price 17s. (Oxford University Press.) 

THIS book is a critical general review of our present knowledge of 
mountains, and a personal field study by the Professor of Geography 
at Ohio University, who has travelled extensively among the moun
tainous districts of the world, not, however, including the Himalaya. 
It includes in successive chapters discussions on mountain tempera
tures, precipitation, especially snow, zones of vegetation, winds and 
clouds, forests, alp pastures and economy, pastoral nomadism, popu
lation and altitude, the character of mountain life and its difficulties, 
and the material and political economy of mountainous districts. 
Obviously this is a geography of an unusual kind, and one more 
interesting than usual. The illustrations are text diagrams and 
photographs, the former of which are clear and appropriate, but the 
latter are somewhat disappointing. An excellent feature is afforded 
by the copious bibliography which follows the conclusion of each 
chapter. There are rather more uncorrected printers' (presumably) 
errors than one likes to see, such as Tillis for Titlis and Hadlow for 
Hadow on p. 5, Bossom for Bossons on p. 12, and Toesch for 1,aesch 
on p. s8. 

Glaciology is not dealt with in the book, and in referring to the 
' discovery of the Alps by the English ' the impression is given that 
this began as a challenge after the disaster on the Matterhorn in I 86 5, 
whereas the systematic scientific expeditions of Professor Forbes of 
St. Andrews began so long ago as 1841, and a succession of Englishmen 
of science have since carried on the serious work, notably John Ball, 
Prof. Tyndall, Prof. Bonney, Sir William Abney, Prof. Norman Collie 
and W. A. B. Coolidge, quite apart from the remarkable galaxy of 
Englishmen who carried out the pioneer first ascents of so many of 
the great peaks. The wonderful scientific early expeditions and 
surveys of the Swiss savants Hugi, Agassiz, and Desor, likewise do 
not appear to be mentioned. 

Having got over these criticisms, it may be truly said that there is 
matter of the greatest interest in the book and much that is of real value, 
as bringing together information only to be found by very wide reading. 

A very useful table showing the change of barometric pressure 
with altitude is given on p. ro, and as the rate of decrease is not 
regular, a formula is given for its computation, as well as the ' rule of 
thumb ' that the decrease approximates to one-tenth of a millimetre 
for ten and a half metres of altitude change. A useful table of the 
mean pressures at some high level stations is also given. The effect 
of decreasing pressure on insolation is well discussed, for it has to be 
remembered that the percentage of insolation (effect of sun's rays) - . 
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received by the earth increases with altitude, the density of the lower 
atmospheric layers diminishing the radiant energy by absorption. At 
2450 m. one is above one-fourth of the atmosphere by weight, 
and at 58oo m. above· half. The greater absorption at low levels 
is not only due to the mass of material, but to the water vapour, carbon 
dioxide, and dust, which are in greater amount nearer the earth. For 
instance, the percentage of insolation at the sumtnit of Mont Blanc is 
94, whereas it is only 8o at the Grands 1\!Iulets. Also the ultra-violet 
rays are more chemically active at high levels. 

The singular influence of mass of mountain on temperature is 
emphasized : ' the more massive the bulk of a mountain the greater 
the mean temperature at a given elevation, and the greater the mass 
the longer is the growing season in agriculture.' The most casual 
traveller cannot fail to notice that the limit of agriculture is higher on 
plateaux than on mountain peaks of similar height. Also, as the 
greater mass usually means gentler slope, roads are more easily 
mounted, and thus fields and villages are found at higher levels. 

The phenomenon of temperature inversion is discussed, that is, 
cases where temperature does not decrease with altitude, but for a 
distance up actually temporarily increases. The best-known European 
instance occurs in the Klagenfurt basin in Carinthia, where it is often 
necessary to mount over a thousand yards to find again a temperature 
as low as that in the valley below. The Engadine and the upper Drave 
valley are other examples. The simplest cause is cold air drainage, 
the cold down-valley wind which so often sets in after sundown on 
calm days from the high peaks aloft forcing upwards the warm air of 
the valley, which hangs for a time in mid-height. 

In discussing precipitation, it is shown that its increase with 
altitude is characteristic only of the windward slope, the converse 
being true of the lee slope, where the wind is descending and warming, 
acquiring greater capacity for absorbing moisture. There is, indeed, 
on the lee side a specially dry region known as the ' rain shadow ' of 
the mountain ; this is true even although the lee slope of the summit 
may have considerable rain as a carry -over. 

Snow precipitation is considered from the three points of view of 
quantity, frequency of fall, and duration of mantle, the factors con
trolling them being total precipitation, altitude, slope, exposure and 
evaporation. For stations in the same latitude and climatic situation, 
the greater the altitude the greater the snowfall, until the zone of maxi
mum snowfall is reached. As regards the somewhat indefinite term 
'snow-line,' dependent on the supply and wastage of snow, two types 
are to be clearly distinguished : (I) the ' climatic snow-line,' the highest 
of the lower limits of the snow, as seen in midsummer, and which is 
often the limit of neve or hardened snow, and ( 2) the ' orographic 
snow-line,' the lowest of the limits, as seen in midwinter. The 
difference between the two may be considerable, as in the Order Alps, 
where the average difference is 325 m. The highest known 
climatic snow-line is that of the Himalaya, which is 61oo m. 
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(2o,oi3 ft.). The climatic snow-line in the Alps varies from 2700 to 
3Ioo m. (88s8-Io,I7I ft.), according to latitude, exposure, cloudiness 
(affecting evaporation), and mass of mountain. Of the two deter
minative factors, precipitation and solar heat, the author regards the 
former as predominating. For instance, in the Himalaya, on the 
Indian (the wet) side the average climatic snow-line is at 4900 m. 
(I 6,o76 ft.), while on the Tibetan (dry) side the line is at s6oo m. 
(I8,373 ft.) ; supply here overbalancing the greater exposure to the 
sun. 

Snow slides, variously termed by derivatives of the Latin word for 
slide, labina, namely lavina, lawine, avalanga and avalanche, are 
considered as of two types, cold and warm. The cold avalanche 
(Staublawine) involves the downward movement of dry snow in mid
winter, and is the more likely to occur if the snow lies upon an icy 
surface developed in the autumn. If the slope is a ravine, the dry 
snow may descend as a powder 'waterfall ' for days. But if it is a 
snow-dust avalanche, which commences upon high alps and gains the 
over-steep slope of the lower valley, it may roar its way downwards 
at as much as zoo km. per hour. 

The warm (relatively) avalanche (Schlaglawine) is of damp snow, 
water-soaked, heavy and massive, hence its terribly sudden and great 
destructive power if it takes cascade form, and is of well-nigh irre
sistible force even when slower like a landslide. From I9oo to I9I4 
in Savoy there were 586 well-recorded avalanches, of which 421 were 
' warm.' In discussing preventive or ameliorating measures, re
afforestation of high slopes is most strongly urged as essential, for from. 
two-thirds to one-half of the lower avalanches start below the tree 
line. Stone walls, often with channels to carry off safely the drier 
snow, slat-fences, and even wide ditches, are among the current 
measures approved as most useful, together with sheds or galleries 
over roads and railways. During the critical periods when avalanche 
conditions are known to exist, even the Swiss habit of yodelling may 
start an avalanche by the disturbing sound waves. In Switzerland 
alone there are 93 68 known natural avalanche corridors or shoots, 
5294 of which deliver avalanches many times a year. In the French 
Tarentaise there are 46 well-known slide corridors which are greatly 
feared and close! y watched. 

During the moment of time that the avalanche occupies it can move 
more earth than a turbulent water-stream shifts in a whole year. 
Mougin has calculated that in Savoy between I9o8 and I9I2 the 
volume of earthy material carried down amounted to 44,000 cu. m., 
and that a large ground avalanche of mass 200 ,ooo cu. m. descended 
200 m. at a speed of IO m. a second, and with a total energy of 
approximately twenty million horse-power. Such an avalanche is 
preceded by a blast (pushed wind) which creates great havoc among 
the forest trees before they are actually struck by the snow. 

Swiss history is full of snow-slide catastrophes. At Obergestelen . 
4n avalanche which leaped over an intervening forest in the year I 720 
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destroyed I 20 houses and killed 84 of its two hundred inhabitants and 
6oo cattle, besides blocking up the river Rhone, which in cutting its 
way eventually through the mass flooded the settlement ; moreover 
a fire supervened which destroyed the rest of the village. The plucky 
villagers rebuilt their village, but shortly afterwards it was again 
destroyed by an avalanche from the other side of the valley. 

In the chapter on mountain winds, the characteristics of the several 
well-known ones are described, such as the Mistral of the Proven~al 
Alps, a cold wind descending from the French Massif Central to the 
Mediterranean, the celebrated Foehn of the Swiss Alps, the Bora, a 
similar wind to the Mistral from the Dalmatian highlands to th·e 
Adriatic, and La Lombarde of the French Alps, a wind from Italy. 
This last-mentioned wind in the year 1882 destroyed no fewer than 
sz,ooo trees near Chamonix. The nature of Cloud Banners and the 
many theories of their cause are discussed, and the true cause stated 
to be that a wind, upon passing a peak, will form an indraft of ascend
ing air, the valley wind being at these times in opposite direction to 
the prevailing high level wind. There is thus an ascending current 
on the leeward side of the peak, which forms clouds, and on becoming 
exposed at the summit of the prevailing wind the cloud is made to 
stream out like a banner. Proof was afforded that this is correct by 
the aeroplane flight over Mount Everest in 1933, when the planes 
flew right through the cloud banner; the observers reported that the 
cloud was a stream, several miles long, of icy particles drawn up from 
the snowy slope immediately below, and was not blown from the 
windward side, for that side was bare of snow and ice. 

The Foehn wi..'1d approaches the Alps from the south, and in 
ascending a mountain gives out rain, and is a movement of warm air 
from Italy across the mountains during the passage of a low cyclone 
over the North Sea area. A current saying is that 'the Foehn can 
achieve more in two days than the sun in ten.' The Foehn is thus not 
altogether pernicious, although it .is an.athema to the climber, who 
knows that it means a temporary end to good climbing conditions ; 
for under its influence also the snow is quickly evaporated and the 
ground dried and ' sweetened 'for early spring agriculture. The vine 
and maize of the Grisons and Vorarlberg owe much to the Foehn, as 
does also the grape culture which produces the famous Fendant de 
Sion, the best of all Swiss wines. 

The chapter on forests and their significance clearly brings out the 
difference between the terms ' forest line ' and ' tree line.' The forest 
line is the upper limit of the more or less continuous forest zone, while 
the tree line marks the upper limit of scattered trees. The greater 
the mass of the mountain the greater the difference between the two. 
Thus, in the Stubaier Alps, where in one place the height of a mountain 
mass is 2094 m., the difference between forest limit and tree limit 
is only 54 m., whereas for a mass of mountain at 2863 m. in another 
place it is I 62 m. · 

In a particularly interesting chapter on Alp Pastures and their 
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Economics it is emphasized that Alps are the mountain pastures, 
usually grassy slopes, above the tree line, or the grassy areas of hanging 
valleys, or the pastures on mountain spurs, or steppe vegetation of 
plateaux or about peaks, and not the peaks themselves. An alp is 
frequently treeless, and has seasonally inhabited shelters, if not 
villages. Communal ownership has proved advantageous for the best 
maintenance and preservation of the alp and its fertility, and for the 
organization of the seasonal and graded migrations between the 
permanent chalet homes in the valley and the various alps. A remark
able example of these seasonal migrations is afforded by the Val 
d'Anniviers. January finds the inhabitants at the high village, Zinal, 
their winter residence, at a height of 5 so 5 ft. During February they 
have descended to Vissoye, the principal village of the valley, at 
3980 ft., sowing their summer grain. The villagers 0\\7n land around 
Sierre in the Rhone Valley below, I 76 5 ft. above the sea, and as the 
vineyards there are free from snow in March as a rule, down go the 
villagers to tend them and to sow other crops. The end of M arch 
sees them mounting again to Vissoye, and at the end of April to Zinal 
(the Voralp or Mayen village), where hay is gathered and cattle pas
tured and nightly collected, for some seven weeks. In late June the 
herders and cattle, and the cheese makers, mount to the summer alps , 
at three successively higher levels, the highest over gooo feet. But the 
other villagers again descend for the grain and hay harvests about 
Vissoye and Sierre. Towards the end of September the cattle descend 
right down to Vissoye, passing Zinal. The villagers gather the grain 
harvest about Sierre in July, and the hay harvest about Zinal from the 
latter part of July to the end of September. October and the first 
half of November find them again at Sierre working in the vineyards, 
while finally in late November both villagers and cattle are found 
around Zinal, where the winter is spent. There are thus eight different 
migrations, and many of the 2000 inhabitants of the valley own three 
or four houses, which they occupy in turn. 

Much more of real interest to all who love the mountains will be 
found within the pages of this comparatively small book. 

A. E. H. TuTTON . 

The Ascent of Nanda Devi. By H. W. Tilman. Pp. xiv + 23 5 ; illustrated, 
maps. Cambridge University Press, 1937. Price 12s. 6d. 

I MUST confess that Himalayan literature is passing through so active 
a phase that I cannot keep pace with it. It makes no difference whether 
an attempt on a major peak be successful or the reverse , the mountain 
is at once in labour and yet another book is born. Thus four separate 
volumes together with two compressions and a free-lance work
have been published on Everest. A fifth volume is on the way, while 
the summit is no nearer than in 1924. Kangchenjunga, Nanga 
Parbat, Kamet have all produced ponderous works, yet Kamet alone 
describes a successful effort. When Everest, Kangchenjunga and 
Nanga Parbat have truly fallen, there will be little further of interest 
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to tell. Take the case of Nanda Devi : as recently as 1936 a book 
entitled N anda Devi was reviewed in these pages .1· It described the 
forcing of the great Rishi gorge and the lodgment of the party on the 
southern face of the mountain. Now in 1937 we have a repetition of 
the gorge and the actual ascent of the peak ; thus each book spoils the 
other by omission or repetition, while one narrative comprising the 
years 1934 and 1936 would in the capable hands of Messrs. Shipton 
and Tilman have produced a really outstanding work. It seems 
curious to read in the foreword that the party ' eschewed publicity.' 
Publicity provides the necessary funds whether it be sought prior to 
or after the event, and I hope sincerely that the publicity attained by 
Mr. Tilman will form a nucleus for many of his future Himalayan 
expeditions. 

Returning to The Ascent of Nanda Devi, I would at once state that 
the narrative is well written, straightforward, and of great interest. 
It reflects the author's exceeding modesty and pawky humour. There 
is little of journalism, nothing of sensation. A mountaineer ignorant 
of really high altitudes might conclude that the ascent attained just 
about the level of a first-class Alpine climb, whereas we know that it 
was as great an adventure as any yet chronicled in literature. 

As parties go, the expedition was by no means few in numbers. 
Seven climbers is as large a number as any hitherto found in the 
Himalaya with one great difference, the almost complete absence, 
fortuitous and otherwise, of native porters. The want of these men 
was felt severely, and the credit to the British-American amateurs is 
all the greater. But, unquestionably, risks adherent to Polar explora
tion in pre-aeroplane days were rup. Disregarding second-hand tales 
from India, the shortage of food must have told severely on several 
members of the party. It is well known that at least three members 
are capable of living on roots, but the scantiness of really eatable food 
may account for the breakdown of the Sherpas. If, as the author 
hints, certain cumbersome and useless scientific instruments had been 
scrapped, more rations might have been carried. Of wh~t earthly value 
is a glacier drill in virgin Himalaya ? The great and deserved success 
gained by the party should not permit all former organization to go 
by the board as regards greater Himalayan ascents. Nanda Devi and 
Siniolchu, the latter very possibly the harder of the two, have 
fallen at the first attempt. It does not follow that similar success will 
be obtained in the case of mountains 3000 or even 1000 ft. higher. 
The ascent of Nanda Devi will remain, nevertheless, a~ epic in the 
histo"ry of mountaineering in India. 

In conclusion, one criticism. The illustrations are poorly repro
duced and in no way do justice to the superb originals. Something 
should be attempted also towards curbing the enthusiasm of publishers. 
' The highest mountain evrer climbed by man ' on the dust-cover is 
out of all keeping with the author's mentality and is unlikely to remain 
true for long. 

1 A.J. 48. 203- 5· 

• 



294 REVIEWS 

Camp Six. By F. S. Smythe. Pp. 308; illustrated. Hodder & Stoughton. 
London, 1937. Price 18s. 

THIS is an account of the I 933 Everest expedition, the last that 
reached z8,ooo ft. Mr. Smythe quotes the famous ·German 
mountaineer, Bauer, to the effect that one has got to be an optimist 
to climb a great peak in the Himalaya, and probably anyone who reads 
this book or studies the Everest expeditions will agree~ 

Mr. Smythe is an experienced writer, and contrives with miraculous 
skill to lead his readers willingly through all the approach marches to 
Mount Everest, without tempting them into restiveness, even for a 
moment, although so many of them must be acutely aware of the 
number of times that this journey has been described before. It is, 
however, when the author gets to work with the mountain at the 
highest camps that his book begins to grip the reader. He has as 
complete an experience of altitude as anyone, so that his opinions and 
impressions ar.e of the greatest importance when we come to estimate 
the problem of the climbing of Mount Everest. 

It will reassure the novice in Himalayan mountaineering to know that 
it is quite usual to begin suffering from altitude as low as at 16,ooo ft. 
In fact, I think Brigadier Norton once stated that a feeling of abnor
mality almost always begins at about a thousand feet lower than this. 
At any rate, Mr. Smythe reports that sleep was difficult at the base 
camp at 16,8oo ft. But Mr. Ruttledge believed in acclimatizing his 
men to such purpose that the first party reached the N. Col in so 
excellent a state that they even clamoured for a more substantial diet, 
and were disgusted with the inadequacy of the invalid fare previously 
believed suitable for such heights. 

Shipton and Smythe were each of them convinced that they were 
quick acclimatizers, and were anxious to attack the summit as early 
as possible, before the evil influence of deterioration could make itself 
felt. It was unfortunate that, owing to the inevitable delay caused by 
bad weather, before a start could be made, both Smythe and Shipton, 
although admirably acclimatized, had already begun to lose con
dition ; moreover, both were suffering from sore throats that had 
originated in the dust of Tibet and had been aggravated by the dry 
air at the extreme altitudes. As it was, on their way to Camp 5 they 
climbed 540 ft. to the hour, a rate that contrasted unfavourably with 
the pace of a thousand feet an hour which they had been able to 
manage on their first arrival at the N. Col. 

The author's account of his two nights at Camp 6 with Shipton 
and his third night that he spent absolutely alone is absorbingly 
interesting. At both the high camps the climbers felt disgust for food, 
and the slightest exertion caused violent panting for breath, but in 
spite of this, after the attempt on the summit, Smythe was able to sleep 
the clock round. 

The author's remarks on the difficulties and dangers that lie in wait 
for the climbers above 25,ooo ft. are significant. It is noteworthy 
that he considers the descent from Camp 6 in a snowstorm would be 
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impossible. Certainly the combination of the effects of altitude with 
extreme cold and terrible blizzards is peculiarly deadly. 

The book is illustrated with excellent photographs. The rather 
confusing references to ' Tom' and ' Tommy,' ' Bill ' and 'Willy,' 
' Hugh ' and ' Hugo ' would make . the provision of a key to the 
Christian names of the party helpful to the uninitiated. 

C. F. M. 

Au Bout d'un Fil: Douze Ascensions Nouvelles dans les Alpes ,Suisses et 
Franfaises. By E. R. Blanchet. Pp. 212 ; 8 illustrations. Editions de 
France. Paris, 1937. Price 16 fr. so. 

J 

IN 1932 M. Blanchet published a book which he called Hors des 
Chemins Rattus (' Off the Beaten Track ') and which was reviewed 
in these columns (A.J. 44· 365). He is, of course, well known as a 
musician and. composer, as well as an expert mountaineer. His com
positions, though modern in colouring, are severely classical and 
contrapuntal :· there is nothing hasty or slipshod : and so it may be 
said of his writing. It is very individual in style and some of it might 
give the impression of being ' dashed off.' Far from it : the odd 
word and the unusual phrase are carefully chosen, and his pages are 
revised and revised. General Bruce wrote a preface to Hors des 
Chemins Rattus in which he compared it to Schubert's ' Unfinished ' 
symphony: he recognised its excellence, but he wanted more an
other movement and it was known in 1932 that more was on the 
way. ' And now in 1937 it has arrived, and it is not a hasty effort. 
Blanchet likes an enigmatical title, · and Au Bout d'un Fil has nothing 
to do with the hangman, though there is much in it concerning the 
modern rappel, in the technique of which both he and his constant 
companion Kaspar Mooser are past masters. On the cover of the book 
there is a picture showing one variety of this method of descent (some
where in the Perrons). The sub-title of the book,' Douze Ascensions 
Nouvelles,' is thus perhaps somewhat misleading, as Chapters I, IX, 
and X refer especially to descents effected by rappel and afford many 
exciting moments to the reader, as well as to the participators in this 
singular form of diversion. Chapter II (La Face Nord du Cervin) is 
devoted to Blanchet's attempt on this precipice, when his party 
narrowly escaped catastrophe. The weather changed and Blanchet 
went to his favourite haunt at Almagell : and while at Almagell, one 
may refer to the charming little chapter on the Cimone di Camposecco, 
a peak unknown to most of us, which lies on the Italian side of the 
Almagell cirque, behind the Sonnighorn. When Blanchet returned 
to Zermatt and good weather, he found that Franz and Toni Schmid · 
had accomplished their famous ascent. 

Many of the 'Ascensions Nouvelles ' are in the Zermatt area
three on the E. side, Strahlhorn, Alphubel and Taeschhorn, and two 
on the W., Brunegghorn and Rothhorn. Exciting adventures are 
recorded in each expedition, but the new route up the E. face of the 
Rothhorn makes one of the strangest Alpine stories that have ever been 
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told.2 Blanchet and Mooser, baffled when quite near to their object, 
spent the whole day in being baffled, and Mooser lost his axe. Night 
came on, but was soon illuminated with brilliant moonlight, and so 
they tried again. Presently, however, they were gradually plunged 
into unexpected darkness by an eclipse, of all things. They had the 
luck to find a good ledge where they could with moderate comfort 
await the dawn. But with the passing of the eclipse the glimmer of 
returning moonlight revealed a route which daylight had only obscured, 
and at one o'clock they reached the S .E. arete near the top and 
descended in moonlight to the Trift Inn. The strange effects of 
moonlight in obscuring, revealing and distorting details must be 
familiar to many; the eclipse, on the other hand, is probably an unique 

• • • • experience 1n mounta1neer1ng. 
New routes are described on the Grand Combin and on or rather 

just off the Aiguille V erte (on the D roites side), a route which may, as 
the book says, be useful when the ' Couloir Whymper est trop danger
eux neige molle ou glace noire.' 

Turning to the illustrations, they differ in excellence. The bit of 
the S~rahlhorn (p. 51) might be anywhere the man (presumably -
Mooser) on the Rothhorn (p. 147) is an enigma; from where was it 
taken ? Does the rope mean that he has traversed the seemingly 
impossible slab ? Or is it a belay, and what is he doing there anyway ? 
The photo illustrating the chapter on La Verte is rather alarming, but 
difficult to identify with the text. The photographs of the Combin 
and the Mischabel peaks are very good, but dotted lines showing the 
routes would be a help to the reader in making out just where they 
are. But perhaps Blanchet does not want readers to follow routes 
which often combine danger with difficulty, and which may be 
recorded for delectation rather than example. Anyway, it is good fun 
reading the book, which will doubtless find as wide a public as did 
Hors des Chemins Battus. 

c. w. 
The Mountain Scene. By F. S. Smythe. Pp. 153 + 78 illustrations. 

London: Adam and Charles Black, 1937. Price 12s. 6d. 

THIS is a work requiring little or no review. The illustrations, all by 
the author, are described in the text on the page facing each photo
graph with the utmost modesty. Frankly, I do not understand why 
Mr. Smythe finds it necessary to apologize for alleged defects in the 
same. The Mountain Scene shows views in the B.ritish hills, Eastern 
Alps, Bernese Oberland, Pennines, Mont Blanc, Kangchenjunga, 
Kamet and Mount Everest. It will be sufficient to state that one and 
all are interesting and that most are simply superb. It is invidious 
to single out examples, but if forced to select I would choose Plates vi, 
ix, xv, xxiii, xxx, xxxv, xxxix, li, lxi and lxxv. 

Lastly, the reproductions compare favourably with the best Swiss 
or German work, while the price of the book is most reasonable. 

2 See M. Blanchet's admirable narrative, A.J. 45· 313-19. 
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Wie anders ist das B esteigen der Alpen geworden I By Eugen Guido Lammer. 

Pp. 79, with 2 illustrations. Verlag, Allgemeine Bergsteiger-Zeitung, 
Vienna, 1937· 

READERS of Dr. Lammer's Jungborn will expect something out of the 
ordinary way in his latest pamphlet, nor will they be disappointed. 
Dr. Lammer is a master of incisive irony, and of a style which blends 
highflown rhetoric with modern slang. He has here chosen a subject 
on which he is entitled to speak, for few Alpine writers possess such 
insight into fundamental conditions, or such ability to drive home their 
convictions with a minimum of words. The Gaetulian lion has now 
sharpened his teeth against the modern world, and it is not only the 
ladies who will be afeared of the lion ; but when one has finished reading 
this admirable polemic, one can only say Let him roar again. 

The first portion of the pamphlet deals with the change in physical 
conditions, the melting of great ice-faces as on the Lyskamm and 
Fiescherwand, where pitiless slopes of ice have now in part given place 
to bare rock, thus rendering old-time problems far easier of solution. 
The author then passes to modern aids, crampons, the Zdarsky tent
sack, and Kletterschuhe ; all these are passed as fit, though some of the 
arguments advanced in their favour are curious, as for instance that 
the use of crampons defaces the mountain less than step-cutting, and 
that Kletterschuhe bring the climber into closer personal touch with the 
mountain than is possible with nailed boots. Of ski-ing he says with 
truth that this has brought new and little-known avalanche dangers, 
which are only now revealed in their entirety. 

It is when one comes to the question of pitons and Versicherungen 
that the fun begins. The development of the piton is traced from 
the days of Purtscheller, with its earliest use as a friend in need for 
descent, through the days when earnest-minded climbers regarded it 
with disapproval, until these modern times when the toughest climbers 
are those who use the greatest number of pitons. Welcher Fortschritt I 
exclaims Dr. Lammer ; and now with pendulum-traverses and up
ward-hauling the rock is barely so much as touched. The old sense 
of exposure, the need for balance in the struggle against the force of 
gravity, the physical and moral strain put upon the leader, all these 
have now given way to a simple Flaschenzug. How, he asks, can the 
young be brought up on true sporting lines, if they can follow only 
such a barren principle as is laid down by Signor Rudatis, to use 
merely such pitons as are indispensable ? He adds a wise warning 
concerning the unreliable nature of ice-pitons (p. 43), as based on the 
careful observations of Karl Prusik and instanced by the death of 
Walter St6sser.3 

It is less easy to agree with Dr. Lammer when he bewails the removal 
of loose stones with the passage of civilization, but his strictures on 
the creation of' prepared ' routes and painted signs, if exaggerated at 
times, are worthy of study. We visit the mountains to get back to 
Nature, but it is a Nature with every home comfort provided. Even 

3 A.J. 47· 377- 8. 
VOL. XLIX. NO. CCLV. x 
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the Austrian Alpine Club, he says, has been forced to bow the knee 
to Baal, and to vulgarize the sanctuary of its own Gross Glockner; 
and as for the Zugspitze, with its telephone, its railways, its seven 
provisioned huts, here is food for the old lion at his best. Most 
telling of all is his sketch of the degradation put upon organized means 
of rescue. Originally a device to save life, this is now debased into a 
calculated factor justifying new and desperate ventures. Two striking 
instances are given on pp. 64, 65 ; how one week-end party, losing 
their whole outfit of pitons, could move neither up nor down, so calmly 
sat on a ledge till Monday morning, smoking cigarettes made from 
rope-fragments, knowing that they would soon be rescued by their 
'nursery-maids ' from Innsbruck; and how another party, having 
entangled their ropes in such a manner as to tie themselves to the 
mountain, were hoisted up by a rescue-party, and later recounted this 
incident to all the world on the wireless. And what of those who must 
conduct the rescue-party, in bad weather, over iced rocks, risking their 
own lives for others' folly ? ' Is not this, Herr Domenico Rudatis, the 
attainment of that 7th grade of difficulty, which you refuse to admit ? ' 
· While sharing the author's fear lest the spirit which leads men to 

mountains may lose itself in the maze of guide-books, maps, and fixed 
ropes, one must recognize that with modern conditions a land once 
open only to the elect, or to the rich, is now within the reach of the 
multitudes, who cannot yet imbibe the pioneers' traditions as readily 
as their own Munich beer. Dr. Lammer looks forward to the day 
when all traces of man's handiwork shall have vanished above pasture
level, leaving only one peak in its full Wurstelprater condition as a 
memorial of our present civilization. He suggests the year zooo as a 
possible date for this reversion to an earlier simplicity. Let us hope 
that his entertaining pamphlet may hasten the advent of this happy 
day. 

H. E. G. T. 

Bergvagabunden. Ein Hans-Ertl-Buch. By Walter Schmidkunz. Pp. 287; 
with many illustrations. Erfurt: Gebr. Richters Verlagsanstalt, 1937. 
Price 4.8o Mar~s. 

WITH his usual skill Walter Schmidkunz has edited the life history 
of Hans Ertl, the Bavarian rock and ice ' technician ' whose exploits 
range from every corner of the Alps to Greenland and Himalaya. 
The book is really worth reading, being amusing as well as instructive . 
A list of plums in the cake will tempt more, I think, than a long eulogy : 

Great adventures, little lies. Grandmother, a sack of coffee and 
· the miraculous ring. Boyish philosophy of Sunday togs. The first 

mountain which wasn't one. Dustman or tramp ? Education in 
the monastery. Angling tricks on Lake Sims. Ski film in a stink
cinema. Family bathing in the snow. With uncle on the Staffelsee. 
-' Do not search for us ! ' Alone across the frontier. On all fours 
up the Schonbichlerhorn. Rice pudding an excellent mortar.
Avalanche adventure. Travelling home on a pigsty. The Toten
kirchl. Tyrolese tripe. Alone over the ridges of the Wetterstein.-



REVIEWS 299 

Stones are hard, but a skull can be harder. Toni Schmid. We make 
a bad impression. Trout from the Isar. Fleisch bank East. Frozen 
sausage and a mattress tomb. The Stubai smells of smuggled coffee. 
-The Lord. The W eisskugel. Please reserve I 5 yards Swiss rolL
Chamois learn how to toboggan. The mountains are changed more 
often than the shirt. The Civetta wall. The Schleierkante. Now 
let us try ice. North-east wall of the Konigsspitze. Vertical ice 
climbing. Into stir. Two new porters on the Knorr hut. North 
wall of the Wiesbachhorn. Ortler from the north. Summer ski.
Mule dung is wonderfully soft for sleeping on. On a push-bike 
through Switzerland. The first wheel in Zermatt. Five francs for a 
tenting site. The north flank of the Dent d'Herens. Mont Blanc.
Naked Toni in an avalanche. Needles of granite. To Greenland.
The polar bears are waiting. 

W. R. R. 

Willy Merkl : ein Weg zum Nanga Parbat. Pp. 235, with 31 illustrations. 
Rudolf Rother, Munich, I 937. Price R.M. 4.80. 

WHEN the news came .to Germany of Willy Merkl's death on Nanga 
Parbat in July I 934, his brother resolved to edit a volume in memory 
of this great Bavarian mountaineer. The volume now published 
contains the articles written from time to time by Willy Merkl, with a 
summary of his mountain achievements by Fritz Schmitt, and an 
admirable sketch of Merkl's life and home surroundings from the 
editor's own pen. 

The editor has done his work well. The biographical sketch of 
his brother is so sympathetically written, and so complete in itself, 
that the above-mentioned summary is hardly needed and in fact some
what interrupts the personal note which unites the biography vvith 
Merkl's own writings. Merkl's. career is traced from his schooldays 
until the time when he settled in Munich, and if the greater portion 
of this sketch is naturally devoted to the mountains, this is not to the 
exclusion of Merkl's professional work or of his own personal develop
ment. As the editor says, the two elements cannot be separated in 
Merkl's life. There is a continuity in this sketch which leads one by 
easy stages both to Merkl's narratives and towards the goal of his 
ambition in the Himalaya. Three factors emerge clearly from this 
biographical notice : first, at the age of sixteen, the friendship vvith 
Fritz Bechtold, born of Sunday expeditions in their home mountains, 
to the detriment of Monday morning's work; next, after ten years' 
experience of rock-climbing, the passage to the great ice-peaks of 
Dauphine in 1927; and lastly, the removal to Munich in I930, where 
Merkl, finding a kindred spirit in Willo Welzenbach, first turns his 
thoughts to the Himalaya. 

Merkl's own writings form some 150 pages of this book, including 
articles on the N. face of the Lalidererspitze, the southern Dolomites, 
Dauphine, and Mont Blanc; in all these there is a steady growth of 
style and individuality, which brings us to what is perhaps the best 
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bit of description in the whole book, that which relates his Caucasian 
expedition of I929. Even without the aid of a map, it is easy to follow 
the party; the narrative is lucid, and the ascent of Ushba (S.W. peak) 
by the I 903 route is described with a dramatic simplicity which makes 
it a classic of its kind an expedition which took 59 hours of ascent, 
involving three bivouacs in the region of I 3 ,ooo ft. and above, and at 
the critical exit to the final roof cost I o hours for the passage of some 
30 ft. of ice-covered slabs. There follow accounts of the three days 
of storm on the Grands Charmoz, and of the I932 expedition to Nanga 
Parbat. The events of I934, given in summary, are less easy to follow, 
the narrative being composed of a curious mixture of statistics and 
romantic writing, which confuse the picture. 

Fritz Bechtold has recorded elsewhere how each joint expedition 
was graded to suit their growing experience, and this methodical 
approach is well brought out by the editor ; but towards the close of 
Merkl's life, with such expeditions as on the Grands Charmoz and 
the attempt on the N. face of the Order, there seems to be a tendency 
to accept greater risks. Hitherto, in his great ice-climbs, Merkl has 
had certain narrow escapes from avalanche danger, on the Ecrins, in 
the Caucasus, and twice during the ascent to the Col de la Brenva ; 
with the coming of W elzenbach, and the near prospect of a Himalayan 
journey, he appears to be putting his powers to a height of test where 
there is little margin of safety in the event of retreat. 

'The solution of Himalayan problems,' wrote Merkl, 'requires 
other qualifications than such as are needed in our Eastern or Western 
Alps. In the Himalaya it is a matter not so much of a momentary 
output of \vill, but rather of constant readiness and endurance. The 
decisive factor in the Himalaya is the co-operation of men like-minded, 
the community of labour which devotes itself, not to personal ambition, 
but to the one great object in view.' It is this community of labour, 
this simplicity of outlook and absence of personal ambition, which are 
the characteristics of Merkl's writings ; the editor has shown both 
sympathy and wisdom in leaving this groundwork of Merkl's character 
to reveal itself in his own words and deeds. 

H.E.G.T. 

Among the Meadows and Alpine Flowers of Northern Italy. By J. Armstrong 
Neame. Pp. 192; illustrated. London: Mortiboy's, 1937. Price 12s. 6d. 

THIS book gives a chatty and somewhat discursive account of expedi
tions to some of the less-known little towns and villages of northern 
Italy, undertaken primarily for sketching and the study of the flora of 
the district. Mr. Neame describes his exploration of Limone in the 
Maritime Alps, Vinadie, Saluzzo, Crissolo under Monte Viso, Grave
dona and Madesimo, a charming spot in a side valley close to the fre
quented Spliigen Pass, and also of some of the better-known centres 
in the Dolomites. Most of these places will, I feel sure, be unkno\vn to 
the ordinary British tourist. The reason for the neglect of these very 
charming Italian villages is I think twofold. First and foremost, to 
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enjoy these rather secluded spots it is essential to have at least a working 
knowledge of I tali an, which unfortunately few Britons possess, and 
secondly a rooted conviction in the British mind that the frontier 
restrictions in Italy are very irksome ; this last idea is not borne out by 
Mr. Neame, who seems to have been treated everywhere with great 
courtesy and consideration. Some of the descriptions of scenery and 
ceremonies are excellent, specially the account of an expedition from 
Crissolo to II Piano del Re, the tunnel driven under the Col de la 
Traversette at the height of 9000 ft. by the Marquis of Saluzzo in the 
fifteenth century to facilitate the transport of merchandise between 
Grenoble and Saluzzo. There is also the description of the festa of 
' Corpo di Cristo ' at Gravedona. Mr. N eame discovered a very large 
number of plants, some of great interest, such as Arab£s Pf:demontana, 
but while his description shows that he really loves them I must confess 
that the spelling of all the generic names with a small letter instead of 
a capital, contrary to the universal botanical usage, was a source of 
constant irritation ; this was aggravated when one found the specific 
name, that alvvays is written with a small letter, unless referring to an 
actual person, commencing with a capital, thus : trollius Europaeus, 
linaria Alpina, arabis Pedemontana, etc. There are several technical 
errors, probably due to insufficient editing : thus gagea Littiordi instead 
of Liottardi, androsace lactifol£a, obviously absurd, and Pingnicula, etc., 
which are apt to be very disturbing to those not very familiar with 
botanical names. One of the chief features of the book is the exceed
ingly well-reproduced illustrations; they consist of dainty water-colour 
sketches of mountain and village scenery and in the foreground studies 
of plants found apparently in the neighbourhood of the place sketched, 
but the combination appears most unsatisfactory and artificial. Many 
of the flower studies are excellent : when a single plant is painted, such 
as the Lady's Slipper Orchid and the Alpine Clematis, the result is 
altogether pleasing, but when three or four or even seven flowers that 
do not naturally grow in the same situati~n are painted together it is 
not satisfactory. When three forms of Polygala are shown apparently 
growing out of the .lV1olveno lake the picture is entirely spoilt. The 
book forms. a useful guide to unfamiliar country. For those in search 
of flowers it gives valuable information as to the plants that a visitor 
may expect to find and the localities where they should be sought. 

H. R.-S. 
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